AUTOBIGGEAPHY OF AUCUSTA STEVENS

Auqusta Dorlus Stevens, daughter of Nicoll and Sophis Christopherson
Dorius, was born Oct. 29, 1837, in Copenhagen, Denmark.

"Wwhen 1 was two yvears of age, I lost one of my eyes through an acci-
dent. T had many minor accidents, but got through them all right., I at-
tonded school until T was thirteen years of age. About that time the
sMorman Tlders came to Copenhagen with the Gospel of Tesus Christ of Latter-
day Uarnts, My father embraced the Cospel and was bapticed Nov. 10, 1850,
o birother, John B. Dorius, and mysel:s were haptized the 1lth Jday of Dec.,,
Lo . For this reason I had to guit scheool because of the immediate per-
sccutlon staged agalnst us in school on account of our jolning this then
unsopular religion. Wo lived in the same house where the L.DP.S. meetings
were held., We lived down stalrs and the meetings were held upstairs. One
nliaht a mob came up to the hall and broke down the door. Thev wanted to
goet Brother Erastus Snow to subject him to bodily punishment. We had to
broak up the mecting, and Brother Snew walked out with the crowd of Saints
il the mobh did not get him. My mother could not see that our Church was
any becttoer than her Luthern Church, and so she did not jolin untll 1862,
when my two brothers, <arl and John, left Utah for a mission to Norway.
While there, the bovs went bto Copenhagen, Denmark, and took mother to the
city wul Chrrstiania where they made their headgquarters, and where she wag
bants e, Mother did not come to Utah until 1874, [ was therefore away
From my mother for twonty-two years.

THE TPTIRST EMICRATION TROM SCANDANAVIA TO ZION

"1 dad not know heow many persons had Joined the Church when I left
cor Diah. But at that time the zpirit of gathering Lecame an lmportant
ctem among the salnts in Dopenhagen and there were twonty-cight persons
wha ot raeady to eniqgrate with Elder Erastus Snow when he returned from
ls o tlrst omission in Scandinava, and 1 o was one of this number. 1 had
assl=toed a family by the name of Raven as a girl in their home at general
domestic work. Mr. Raven was a sea capbtaxin, and the family was gquite well
ott. They had jJoincd the Church, took guite a liking to me for the work
I was Joing for them and inasmuch as 1 had joined the Church, they offered
me the opportunity to join them in coming to Utah, and they paid my wavy.
My father thought 1t would be a good thing for one of the family to go to
Jion, aml the rest of the familv would come later. Thus 1t was arranacad
rar fe boo <)o, I thought that this was a tine plan, and was happy ta think
that | was to be the first of the family to go to Zion,

The day came for us to start. It was the fourth of March, 1852. i
ad yreat faith in the gospel T had embraced, so I felt all would be well
tor e, But when T said farewell to my parents, brothcors, and sisters,
and sceing the steam bheoat gall out and my folks begiln to fade out of siaht,
I falt alone. 1 felt badly and wept as I then realized for the first time
that T was truly alone to face the world, and that, ton, on foreigh soil.
2f T had known or realized how far that jeourney was to be, T certainly would
have folt worsc. But traveling was something new to me and there were many
intercsting sights for me to see which interesting and antertalining, and I
wonder zometimes how [ received the courage to leave my family and go to a
strandge country; and then too, when I dird not know how far we should travel
to get to Zion, and I <ould not speak the language. But it was the Gospel
1 had received and the spirit of the Lord that helped me. I was ignorant
of the world and 4id ncot understand 1t as T came to Know later. When I
think of one of my daughters starting out at that age, ooing into my fi7-
teenth vyvear, I wonder how it would go for her, But 1f she had the same
farth that I had, I think it would ke all right for her too. But therc
fow who have such strong faith as those who came from the old country
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those davse. I nave never regretted that I came then as I did, but am
ankful to the Lord that I was thus permitted to come to Zion,

Ns the steamkoat on which I left Copenhaagen reached Livervool, England,
we were ktransferred to a sall ship by the name of ftaly, and the ship pro-
nelled by the wind of the sails took nine weeks to cross the Atlantic Ocean,
and we landed at New Orleans. The Mississippi River at it's mouth was guite
shallow and some times the wind was untavorable and our larger sail ship
was tugged up the river by two small steam boats----one pulling on cach
side of the sail ship, Italy. Thus the ship was pulled up to the City of
New Orleans. TFrom this city, we completed the balance of our river journey
by steam boat to the city of Kanesville on the Missouri River. This un-
loading point 1s on the East side of the river, and we remained there a
month to prepare for crossing the plains, in getting the oxen, wagons and
cyuipment ready for .the journey. At this point I experienced a new phen-
cmonen. There came one day the worst wind and thunder storm that I could
cever lmagine and an experience I had never known in Denmark, or on the
Jeurney so tar. The appointed time came for the great journey across the
plains into the then almost unknown West. The wagons and equipment and
members of the emigrating party were taken over the Missouri River by fer-
ries; and the oxan, cows, and horses had to swim across as there weore than
no accomadations for ferrying animals across the Missouri.

Thore wore representatives of several nationalities, including Amer-
lcans, Mexlcans, but in our particular division of the emigrant train, which
included fifty wagons, there were twenty-cight from Copenhagen, and in our
conpany ot ten wagons, Lhere wore included gquite a number of Americans.
Onrcompany was presided over by John Cutler, who was the captain over our
company which occupied ten wagons. The entire fifty wagons with occupants,
was presided over by a head captain, in the person of $., Kelsy, and the

wiole emigrant train is known as Kelsey's Company. There were then five
companlics  wlth ten wagons to cach company, cach presided over by a captain,
chiet captain to preside over the entire train of fifty wagons. The wome:n

generally rode in the wagons and always slept in the wagons. Personally,
I thought thoe emigrant waqgons most remarkable, as I had never seen anything

of the kind before starting on this journey. Upon nearing the Rocky Mount-

ains, the oxen becoame somewhat worn out and then it was necessary for many

women  to walk while traveling. Upon camping at niqght, the wagjons weroe -

driven i1n a circle and the camp fires wore made inside the circle. Belng E

yound, and in my Yifteeth yvear, this being the year 1852, it beocame a

part of regular Jduty to gather buffalo chips which served as part of the »

fuel for the camp fire. During the first part of the journey across the 2

»lains, the novelty of travel was new, and by evenings across this trip,

we ftelt to enjoy the company of the members and the friends we had made. !

One member had a fiddle, as we then knew it, and all joined in the evening Y

dances around the campfires within the big circle. Prayvers and hymns weore

part of the daily morning and evening programs. After walking a good deal 3¢

during the days, I felt so tired that I should often have becen glad to have L

jone to bed without my supper, but 1 always had to help with the dishes and 1

help with camp duties, including the preparing of the beds. €
Cccasionally I walked with some of the other girls in head of the train, o

as tar as we dared go because of the Indians, and then walt for the wagouns. 0

My thoughts would go back to my parents and folks in Denmark, feeling sure
that I would never see them again because the journey into the wild west
seemed so long and hard and uninviting, that it secemed that I could never
hope to have them join me in the distant place somewhere far to the West,
known as Zion. Surely my elderly rarents at least when I feft the old
country, could not endure the hardships of such a jounrney. I had my sobs
and cries and pangs of sorrow. What a comfort it would have been to me if
- ¢ould even have been able to sweak or understand the American language,
in this to me, the New Land of America.
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One of the singular incidents that happened enroute was the occasion
of a stampede of a herd of buffalo which came direct toward our wagon train,
The stampede ran providentially just in ahead of the train with the fierce-
ness of the rush and tromp, and as it appeared almost a cvclone of dust.
This caused a great commction and almost stampede among the oxen and horses
of the train. The few rifles awallable were used and fortunately enough
for the emigrants, a few buffaloc fell, which were prepared and this gave
us extra provislions on the long journey ahead of us. 1Upon another occasion,
nearly a <dozen Indians came on their horses and apnroached the emigrant
train. A great deal of apprehension was caused among the emigrants as they
felt sure an impending disaster was before them. They thought that this
was the oontingent of hords of Indlans that lived 1n the ravines neayr the
trails. The daily pravers were answered and we were assured that the ileav-
cnly Father was mindful of the needs and protection of His Saints. The
[ndians spread rheir blankets by the side of the trail, and each wangon was
regquired to give it's toll of food to the Indians as 1t passoed.

Most unusual trecatment and care was given me by the family of Ravens
who stood the expense of the journey. EBspecially did I appreciate tho kind-
ness of Si1zter Ravens, as she cared for me as her own child. T assisted
them all that I c¢ould on the journey to at least partly pay for their un-
usual kirndlness tao me.

when we had advanced to the Green River Station, now Green River,
Wyoming, the supply of flour had been exhausted. The fall snows commenced
hringing the cgld bliczard and wintery blast, all of which added to the
perils of the journcy. lt became necessary to send a man with the best
an:l tastest cqguipment on to Salt Take City to get flour and rush back to
creen Rivar, as our suppllos were only safficient to sustaln the party in
the train for the balance of the trip.

On into the mountains we went along the alrecady broken trail which
had now been traveleod over by the emigrant trains tor five years, We ar-
rived 1n salt LakKe City, October 16, 1852, aiter ecight months and twelve
days of journeying since [ had waved my last farewell to my parents and
friends trom the Jdoeck of the ship rthat galled away from the port of
Copcenhagen.

Flder Erastus Snow had come by horse conveyance across the plains and
had not stopped the month at Kanesville. Tpon entering Salt Lake Valley,
Flder Snow met our tralin, and invited our original twenty-elnht Scandi-
navians to his home for dinner at which we weore served salt rice and salt
risen bread. I must here remark that 1 have never tasted g cake that to
me tasted as geood as that bread aftcor this proleonged and tediocus journey
of hardships.

[ remained in Salt Lake City one year, until Octohker, 1853, During
this time I worked for an American family by the name of Warner, that came
1n our company across the plains. Of course, this was of great assistance
to me Ln learning to speak the BEnglish languags.  Tn o the £all of 18357, rhero
came a large cempany of Scandinavians from the 014 Country, and there were
scveral from my home city of Copenhagen. T was so haopy to see them, and
they seemed almost like my own folks from home. Only those who have hLeen
through a similar experience of breaking away from all family ties and go-
ng golng on a aimilar pilgrimage journey can approciate my real inner feel-
1rors I was, however, not so somesiack for wy home as 1 was for my £colhks.,

At this time, the Indians were at war with the scottleors in Sanpeto
County. Brigham Young accordingly sought to strerngthen the members of
Salnts 1n Sannete Valley against the warring savages and molastations of
the Indians. This new company of Scandinavians was called as a body a-
mounting to several hundred strong to go to Sanpete County. This company
was ordered to continue it's journey into the alrost undeveloped Zanpete
Valley with scarcely more than a very brief stop at Salt Lake City. This
trouble with the Indians is known as the Walker War, being named after the
ig and aggressive Chief Walker. I made up my mind to join this Scandi-
navian party and embarked for our Southern trip. CUpon reaching 5alt Crack
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Canvon, the men of the long train of wasons who were fortunate enough to
fave guns, walked in and ahead of the traln to make the route securns. Cpan
reachiing the too of the divides in thils canyon going over into Sanoete Valley,
we came across the four men, whom we ailterwards learned were from Manti, had
recently been killed by the Indians. These men had reached this polnt on
their way toward Salt Lake City with waaon loads of wheat, The men had bcen
xilled and their bodies had been called for by their friends of Manti. Thre
YZorses had been stolen, the wagons tippoed over and wrecked, and a good por-
rion of the wheat had been carried away and the balance scatrtered over the
ground. This incldent made a very deer and solemn impression upon the mem-
bers of the company.

Our leaders werec directed to go for destination to a point on the east
si1de of Sampete County where a family of aAllred had located. This was call-
ed Spring Town and .is now called Spring City. Here we all lived in the wa-
nons and tents until in the midst of bthe winter season. During the balanoo
of the (all most of the supply of rravisions became goxhausted and a company
wags made up Lo o into the valley northward, now kKnown as Utah County, in
order to secure provisions for the company of Scandinavians at Soring Town.
0OI course, the vounger and more alert men were chosen for this journey for
food and they were supplicd with all the guns possikhle to spare them. This
combany was captained by one Cofford whoe had been our cantain and could un-
derstand and speak the English languange.,  He went as the leader of the com-
vans, going for food suappliecs and to maxe the wants and needs known to the
settlors in the northern settlements.  ‘Thils Cofford later became tho Bisghop
ot Tort Bphriam. The year [ had already spent in America gave me a famil-
rarity of the language so that I was called to be the lnterpnretoer during
the absence of PBrother Coftfard between the Scandivavians and Fnglish speak-
1ny scettlers at Spring Town.,  As the drum beat night and morning calling
all the settlers to roll oall, acting Bishop Boubon Allred gave out the in-
styuctions 4% to the douties of each for the day and appointing ruards for
tho night. Duties were proportioned to all and there were the goneral
camg duties as the dutics 1n herding or providing Lhe necessary food for
the oxen, cows, and horses, as well as the general replenishing of food
from the wild animals and game and also the general proportion of the cmi-
grants and settlers from the revages and molestations constantly raged by
thie Indians, during this Walker War which lasted during the years of 18573
and 1854, During this fall and winter secason, I was called fo the speciiie
diuaty as interpretor for whicolh |owas af torward awardes? wr pay At o time wiaen
[ beocame most destitute for oclothes. oroceived Yor Fhis work trom act-
ing Bishop Allral, two bundles of wheat and a sheerp. I sent the wheat to
salt Lake City with the carly freighters for purchase of cloth to make up
into clothing myself. The sheer T sold and this became a heln for my sup-
port during some of the winter months.

The Tndians were stimulated in their ravageoes upon the anproach of the
ticrooness and ntensity of the cold arnd harl wintoer weathor which ocame
with an abundance of snow. The whole coloay was accordingly directed to
g to Mantl immediately to join with the scttlers there for protection dur-
ing the winter. We left Spring Town to cover this Jdistance in the midst
0f a heavy and deep snow fall., By spring time the Indians were starved
into submission and they came to the scttlers of Manti and they wanted to
mare reace, This message was gladly r ecived by the settlers, but the sont-
mment proved to bo not entirely general among the Indians, hecause therce
were geveral ravages upon the white settlers after that time and the Walk-
cr Indian War lasted during the fecllowing year, 1854.

Practically all the emigrants who went to Manti for the winter from
Spring Town went as a colony, in the spring of 1854, to a noint about seven
miles north from Manti on Cottron Wood Creek, There had already settled in
this creek onec man and his family by name of Bahaunau who had cultivated
sore land along the creer and had his cabin about in the vyvard, later ocou-

o
sied b Molla Fostmaster Ferson---the Block now cccupied by the Ephraim
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Opera House and adjoining buildings. Considerable objection was waged
against the settlers by Bohonnon as he contended there would not be encugh
water 1n the crecek for his sheep and to water the small tract of ground he
had cultivated,

A fort wall was constructed of stone surrounding a tract on which the
Epkriam Tabernacle and Carnegile City Library now stand. The remains of
this high wall still stand on the south and west line. The wall was about
nine feet high and built of lime stone ag hauled from mountains of stone
northeast from the city, later developed into the great quarries at Ephraim.
Port holes were provided near the top of the wall about twenty feet apart.
These were made to scrve as guard holes and gun haoles for the settlers.

The great gate was always guarded and there were guards always on the look-
out for the approaching Indians. All the cows, horses and oxen were cor-

ralled within the fort wall at nights and care®ully herded during the days.
Log and mud houses were bullt within the fort wall to provide for the sett-

lers, many of who also lived in thelr wagons and tents. I was one of the
numpzer of this first crowd of settlers at I'ort Ephraim and I lived with
Bishop Allred's family. EBEishop Allred was selected as the first Bishop

of Fort Emphraim, and he later moved to Spring Town again. Brother Cotford
was chosen as the second Bishop of Fphraim, and he later moved to Spring
Town, too, The arrangement of the houses and cattle herd on the inside of
the wall as well as the meeting and school house was that the cattle were
all corralled in the center and the housecs, camps and wagons wore closer

to the walls,

WMo did not know money as theore was really none in the possession of
the scettlers.  Theilr exchange medium was in the nature of serviges and dur-
ing the succeeding few years in the nature of grain and produce as raised
by the scttlers and the clothes were always worn out, almost to the last
thread.

('lp to this year 1854, nonce of my folks haldl come to tah to join the

Saiats, [ had some opportunities to gut married 1n this, my sixteoenth yoear,
but 1 thought T wag ton young. However, [ considerced the matter very thor-
cughly and caretully and ftinatly decided to get married, which 1 did on the
25th day of July, 1854, T was married to lHenry Stevens. who was a good man,
tut much older than [ was. [ became his sccocond wife, and was accordingly
marriced into polygamy. 1 thought the principle right and became his second
witfe. We made a trip to Salt Lake Clty and wore married in the Endowment
louse which was built as a temporary structure.

Therae was very little, 1t any, courtslhip In my marriage. Brother Stovens
was called to go from Payson to Manti during the winter and then to join the
Scandinavian company to locate at Fort Ephraim. 1 was acjguainted with him

as a member of the colong from March when we left Manti until July 25, 1854,
when we went to salk Lake City to he marvied., He was twent-{ive yvears oller
than T was. He was good to me and his first wife also, and she proved to
be a good kind mother to me and my children also that came larer. She was
not a strong woman at any time, and after we had lived togcther for ten
ycears, part of the time in Ephraim, part in Spring Town; while we were liv-
ing in Dixie, and while there she died from vneumonia which developed from
a bad cold due to exposure on the trip.  She was buricd at Spring Town be-
fore we were able to even rececive word by letter through the carriers that
she was 1ll. This caused us a great deal of sorrow because she was a most
remarkable and good woman, and T loved her dearly. She treated my childre
as though they ware her own., In our lonely cabrin dug out of the side of
“he hill, where we were each provided with our own room, we lived in love
and unity, I used to sit in mv room so lonely ard howve and imagine that 1
could see her coming in the door. The Lord had called a cheolce spilrit and
one aptly cohsen to fulfil the commandment and live in polygany, a mlssion
which to my view she completed perfectly. She had six children, four of
whom grew to maturity, ameng whowm Barney Stevens, was the oldest son. One
daughter died after bringing seven children into the world, one son by the
rame of James, went to California and died there, and the only survivor 1S
Elisbur Stevens, who now lives in Oregon.



“ilklng cows, making butter and cheese, spinning and weaving to make
cloth for the clothing of the whole family became part of my duties besides
my geoeneral housework. T did a great deal of sewing and prerared the cloth
and made the clothes for the men as well as for the c¢hildren and myself,

1 used to crochet a great deal, and trim vp my clothes with crochet work.
When T put a crocheted collar on my horespun dress, I looked about as neat
as any ot the othcr neighhors.  We used to go to dances and parties and we
surely enjoyed ourselves. Our rooms weare usually lighted by night in our
home by the light from thoe fire place where we placced the Lig pine locos.

We also made some candlesticks. [ used to cook our meal over the fire in
‘he tireplace and we thought we made some Jood substantial meals, too.

My first haby, a boy was born in fort Ephraim, December 20, 1857, ho-
tore we moved to Spring Town, and then to Dixle. This baby lived eight
months ard then died at a time when there was an epidemic of summer com-
~laint among the chilidren,

In the year 1859, the sccond movement was made to settle Spring Town
a2ftcr the Indians had gquiected down. My husband was called as one of tho
settlers from Fort Ephraim and I went to cocok for him, Roddick Allred and
his wife went too. Myzelf and Roddick Allred's wife were the first women
to camp at Sroing Town at the second, and this was the tinal successful
attempt to establish a colony of Saints at Spring Town. We lived in our
wagons and tents until some houses could be buitlt. My husband put up a
gri=t mill and while gotting out the fimbeors, they had to haul the timbers
down from the mountains on the snow, he caught such o cold and cough that
wiz became alarmed over hiis condition and there scemed to be nothing we
could do that would give him much relicfF. We had no doctors those days,
lhut we tried every possible way to destroy the cold, but in it all there
seomed to ke no cure.  The cold turned to asthma---an affliction from
whiceh he was never cured and which finally resulted in his death vyvears
Later.,

My sccond boy was born November 20, 1860, in Spring Town., In the
spring of L8662, there was a call made for secttlers to go Lo Dixiec in south-
woesteorn Utah., My hushand thought the change to warmer climate might effect
G4 ocure tor his atfliction. Ve accordinly started for the Dixie land of
I'tah., We went with a wagon and oxen team and the Jjourney took us threoe
weeks,  There was a man by the name of Paco from Payson who had two or
thrce women and traveled in three wagons who came to join us, making four
waqgois tn all, to make the journey. This trip was a hard one, 59 raough
that T had to walk up the meuntain carrying my baby, and agaln had to carry
the baby down the mountain an the other sido and we went inlo Wazhington
City 1n Dixio. We there remainod for one scason and raised one crow of
cotton on shares. It was theore that my Sirst givl] was born on the 18¢h
day of November, 1862, This baby later died from an incurable spell of
canker and her little body was laid away on the Springdale fork of the Vir-
qin River.

ITn the spring of 1363 we wont up to Zhumesburg {rom Washington City
wherce we spent our first season and raised our first cotton crop. Shuncs-
Lisrg was a village on the Virgin River, & few houses wore scattored up
the river. We selected some land where we could ralse cotton and cane for
sugar or molassecs, This was a lot of terribly hard work in this farming
as the cotton crop required picking and repicking as the bales of cotton
matured,  We had no cotton gin o we had to pick the seed out by hand which
geemed almost an endless task and was a terribly tedious Zob. We then card-
21 and spun and celored the cotton, usually with one of threc colors, blue
from indigo which we had to buy, rather which we raised and which colored
the cotton red, (slight ommission occured here) and a combination of these
two colors made green which was sometimes used. I made grzat numbers of
ards of cloth which I wove and then made into clothes for my hushand and
the children and myself. I really prided myself urnon the ability to make



cuits of clothes for my husband. I sometimes wish I knew how many vards
of cotton cloth I had prepared and woven. The Indians here were good to
help pick cotton and strip the cane. [ used to get a scuaw to help me o
the washings. The weather was so terribly hot in the summers that is scen-
ed almost unbearable., It was almost too hot te sleep at nights and we ac-
cordinly areose in the mornings very tired to meet the next days work in

the boiling sun.

The Indians who were kind to help us were the Plutes. The Navage
ndians were also living in Dixie and they got on the war path and killed
the Barry kovs and the wife of one the bovs and some others. The =scttlers
along the Virgin River all moved four miles down the river to the town of
Rockville, wheve they sought bectter protection from the ravages of the
NMavagn Indians. Here we lived In ocur tents and wagons and 1t was here my
fourtt child was born----my daughter Lauva. Tt rained so much that summer
that it came down in terrents which went through cur tents and wagon covoers
into our beds and provisions and we had to sleen 1n wet bedding night attor
night during the summor season. The {loods came down the mountain sides
and Jdown the river and waghedl out our <rops and washod deep ditches and
ravines across our cultivated land. The great lot of rains and May floods
causad practically the loss <of the ontire crops of the Zaints, and 1t some-
times looked as thouqgh even the people would bhe swept by the water and f£loods
down bhe river.  The ralns kept on nearly the whole summer and the river
roaded almost like thunder long before the head waters of the floods reached
the village. Our wheat crops were destoyed , but my husband harvested as
much of the cotton and canc crop that was left to ripen. He later went into
the scttlements as far north as Utah County to sell the year's supply of
molasses and cotton.  He made some exchanges of his products for flour.

Some of the settlers n Uixie lived on corn almost all the year arcund.

On account of the rains and heat and bad water, many of the people contact-
i chillls and fever, which discases lasteod sometimes as long as cighteen
months,  After a time some of the people would he relieved from the c¢hills
and thoey would then come on again until the beds would shake as thoy were
wirapped up under the covers. Thero wore many unpleasant features during
these years of scttleing of Dixie of Utanh.

While we were living in Dixie, my husband, mys=clt, and children went
on a visit to fphriam to see some of ay tolks. We had a small span of
mules and our cld camp wagon., After we had visited in Epbralm for a little
while we went on to Salt Lake Crty where we had a wvisit, adn we bought a
stove, a lamp, and one galleon of ceal oill. I had had five children before
I received my birst stovae.When we arrived back in Dixie, the nelghbors saw
my stove and lamp and the said, "Why, Sister Stevens, vou are rich, you hhave
50 many things." You may be sure I was pleased that T had received this now
crjuilment and 1t was a real pleasure to cook on my new stove as T had coocked
sG many vears by the camp fire and the flre place.

Ve remained in Dixie nine vears ont:l my husband's cough got szo Lad
Decause of the hot climate as 1t seemed that the climate was worsoe for hiwm
than the cooler climate., He hecame so bkad that he could not do any waork.

So we started for Sanpete County in the spring of 1873, The roads were so
decidedly had in the early spring that we were unable to complete our Jour-
ney but had to stop at Konesh in Millard County. The little mules could
not go any further with the wagen and the few cffocts that we had., Weoe stop-
red that season and raised a small crop of gralin on shares. We farmed on
shares with Joe Black. We had one rcom in his large house and 1t was hero
that my fourth girl, Juliette, was born on June 2, 1873. There was so very
storm that springtime and summer and we lived in a divt house. While T was
confined to bed with the birth of this baby, we had to have pans set around
the bed to cateh the rain water, 2as well as pans =scattered arcound on the
fleoor of thr room. The mud also streamed down into the room from the dirt
oof.  Accordingly the bedding became damp and wet and at this critical
time, 1t now scems strange to me that I did not contact pneumon:a ana ule.
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1 often drew up the contrast with the condition of the present day wonder-
ing how many women of today would have survived under the same condittogs.
The Lord surely blessed me and T must have had a great power of resistance
to sickness. This incident 1s almost a proof to me that my life was to be
srared for a much greater mission that I was to perform to which I was call-
ed a few years later when my home was in Ephraim, to lend my services in the
practice of obstetrics in bringing many babies into the world.

The next spring, 1874, we started for Sanpete County. DBrother Stevens
hatt a son living in Wales in Sanpete County. We, thercofore, went direct to
Wales to live., We took up a homestead a few miles out from Wales and lived
one 1t for the next five years. At last we moved to Ephraim where my last
baby was born. ¥or the last fifteen years my husband was able to do little
of any work account of the preolonged and permanent spell of asthma which he
had. Tt became necessary for me to go out scwing and do weaving at my home
and do all kinds of work in ordcr to support my husband and children. we
had moved around so much and had very poor luck in it all and we felt that
we had moved ourselves out of everything in the way of property, equipmnoent,
and effects. This became necessary because of the miserable spell of in-
curable sickness which had by this time made my husband a complete 1nvalid.

He died August 29, 1899, at the age of 84 years. Ie had becn a gooad
wan all hes Lifoe and had takon an active part in trying to scttle southorn
Utah. In these hardships he had contacted a wretched disease——--asthma--
alomng with (ts complications which finally sapped out his life.

Brother Stovens was in Far West, Missouri, when the Saints had some
of theilr worst trials, he was there when the firothren had to give up their
arms at the time when the Prophet Joseph Smith was taken. The mob officers
had planned to shoot the rochet at eight o klock in the morning of the
followling dav after he was taken.

U was indecd sorry to lose wy husband and companion in all the trials
and sickness we had experienced during our vyears of hardships together,
le had, however, boen an invalid and sufFfored the pangs of his sitckness for
50 many voears that 1| felt to be thankful that he miht be taken Home and
relicved from hiis sutfoering,

soon after Brother Stevens passed away, 1 had o nice cottage built in
Fphralm in the L9006, I Lived there for nine years. T s0ld my home and
moved to Salt Lake City, so that 1 could be nearer some of my marriod daugh-
ters. GSeptember 9, 1909, [ purchased a house at 310 Stanton Avenuc, salt
Lake City, and have now spent a number of birthdays while I have made this
my home, which i1s located in the Ninth Ward, and socon after baecoming a mem-
ber ol that wWard | was assigned to reqular dutics in the Relief Soclety ag
a block teacher and have atteded to dutics pertaining to this calling with
a great deal of pride and interest ever since.

My health has been fairly good up to this time although my stomach
gives me considerable trouble at times. While I have only one evoe which
has sorved me faithfully as a constant memper of my body, [ an able to dc
considerable recading and never resort to the use of glousses and really be-
Ticve that T have now rececived my sccond sight, as Ehey call 1t. This came
about six years ago, or about the vyear 1916, and I now do gquite a bit of
scwing and reading which is a pleasing pastime for me. I attend to my own
houscwork alwavs and go about in the city alone with ease and without anx-
lety.

During my life I have brought more than twelve hundred babies inte the
world in my practice of obstetrics. No doubt it may be said of me that I
have by this done some good in the world. During the hecight of my pratice,
the charge for this class of work including nursing the patient until the
mother and baby did not reguire extra help was from $2.50 fo $5.00. This
is the amoun I usually received, and in a great many cases the pay 1s still
cocming to me, money was scarce and 2ifficult to secure it seemed. 1t took
lots of hard and constant work these days in order to make a feow dollars
for my scanty living for the support of myself and family. According, some
service has been done by me 1n a professional way. I have done the best I
knew how to do and have tried to help comfort the sick and cheer them up.



I believe there are a great many women who have a warm soot in their hearss
Sar e,

I have practiced obstetrics thirty years and helped in bringing in
nwore than 1200 babies. 1T feel that no Jdeoubt many of them will want to
bless me for my humble efforts in assisting to bring them forth in their
infancy. A great majority of them now know the real responsibility of
this service since they now have families of thelir own. Many of babies,
as [ call them, ars now grandparents, and some are even great grandparents.

My work as a practical nurse has not been altogether laid aside since
coming to Salt Lake City, as my children, rclatives and friends have called
upon me from time to time. There are thirteen little ones I have assisted
11 bringing while living in Salt Lake City. 1TIn all thses years of exper-
lonce as a nurce in ohstetrics practice, 1 have no doubt established a
I tele reputation in this profession.

October 29, 1919, was the date on which I celehrated my eighty-second
sirthday. At this time my rolatives and friends arranged a social for ne
which was glven in the Ninth Ward Hall. There were one hundred thirty of
my near and dear ones noattondance.  This 1 conzsidered as a great honoo
and feel ygrateful for 1t now in my old age. In my advancing years, 1 have
appreciated my <hildren, relatives, and fricnds more, 1t seems, each day.

I hope they will always think of me a great deal. [ am trying to live
right so that I may always retaln my friends and frioendships.  The very
successtful social given me is an evidence of their love and esteem for me
which made ne feel so good that T [oilnced Jdances at the party. Dancing has
Always heen one of my pleasures.

Kk hkhhkhhkkhkhhkhhhxkhdhhhrhkakhkxnhk

A talk given on the eighty-scoond birthday anniversary of Augusta
Lorius Stevens, October 29, 1919, by her nicoe, Jultia Dorius Jonson.

vhirr Uear Aunt dusta

wWhat a world of tender memories, resvect and love that name inplics.

I't 1= known far and wide by her thousands of friends as just plain Aunt

usta.  With what grateful hearts 1s that name lovingly recalled by the

miny whose boedside she has atteonded with tender care and nursing—-alwoays
5o cheertul and hopeful, disoclling gloom and sadness and Dringiog sun-

shine and gladness. Her great talent for comical songs and stories was

a tru gLttt we shall dlways cherish.

Sshe left home, parcents, and friends when but a girl of fifteecn,

Among strangervs she traveled. Crossoed the occan in a sail ship-—-the trap
taking nine wecks. S5She crossed the plains by ox team, and endured all tha
perils of the journey, arriving in salt Lake on Ocetaboer 14, 18532, s4he
located in Ephraim, was married to Henry Stevens at the ane of sixteen

and to them were horn eight children. They movedld to Uixie when conditons
there were anything but encouraging and the struggle they had for nine years
would be sad to reveal. They were indced glad to move back to Ephraim.

I remembery distinctly Aunt Gusta as President of our Primary Assoc)-
atlion of Ephraim south Ward. ©h, how we children all lover heor. What
grand Primary mectings we had, what jolly times in games and fun we had 1in
the old Tabernacle year where we plaved on the lot back of the litetlz old
schonl house which stood on the southeast corner of the Tabernacle bloax.
Hor jovial pleasant disposition and noble character made her an ideal nres-
ident., For nine years she labored faithfully in that capacity, winninu
love and estecwm of every child in the town, who now rise up +o2 call hev
blessed.

Her home was wondertul for itg neatness and cleanliness, so cosy, we
all loved to visit there. Never to be forgotten are the delicious piles,
cookies, and kiscuits that she made. Even at the age of eighty-two, her
pies were unexcelled. Many are the happy time we st1ll have at dear Aunt



Gusta's

Her great calling was nursing. In 1876, she commenced to practice
obstetrics. Besides rearing her family successfully, and caring for her
invalid husband who was stricken with asthma, she earned their livelihood
going arcound from house to house caring for her patients. I seem to see
Her now coming along with her klack satchel in her hand, and after a plea-
sant "Good morning, how are you?" over the fence, on she would hurry on
her rounds to nurse the happy mothers and care ror the babies. So with a
foke and a laugh and some cncouraging work, on she went each day, yoes, and
night, too, until she has brought more than twelve hundred bables into this
world.

e cannot forget what a prominant vpart she plaved 1n all our social
activitics. Wone could dance beotter than hunt Cust; and now even at the
age of cighty-twd’, she 1s more spry than many of us vounger people. Many
times, in our varties has Auntie's sweet voice cntertained us, especially
I comic song,

She moved {rom Sphraim to Salt Lake City in 1902.  5She has won many
iuﬂﬁﬂ wherever =he has mingled.  She bas acted as Ward teacher 1n the
2liey soclety cause in the Uinth wWard for many vears,

Aunt Gusta preserves hor age most wonderfully Shc still has her
sunny disposition, alwavs cheerful and optomistic---and 1s inspliration
arnd a mrand example for all of us.

May our Heavenly Fathor's choloost blessings rest upon  you, Dear
Aunt Gosta, and may vou be permitted to live as Jlong as yvou Jdeslire--a
comfort to all and an inspiration to wus to live noble and woll. What a
glorious thing to have lived such a Life that yvou are so beloved and re-
spectod.

May this largqe gathering of relatives and friends on this, your
olghty-second birthday bBriog vou such 3oy and =atisfaction---a real toesti-
sontal o oof oour love {or vwou, 1 humb sy ask oan fhie Name of oar fodeomer,

T
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It has always been my :lesire to =sce California. One of my daughters
was livirey there, and so 1 took the trip, leaving S5alt Lake City, Jan. 17,
2o, amd arrived at San Yransisco on January 13, having taken the trig
alone. [ found no one there to meet me which was contrary to the clans.

We had just missed ecach other. I stood and walted for some time an! hardly
rnew what to do. Finally here came one of the bhoys and 1 was surely happy
that | was found.

The family toek me while there down to the ocean, T osaw the Lio waves
rol]l in onto the shore. I washed my hands 1n the ocean watcr, but had no
Jdesire to saill on the water again as I had had encugh ocecan travel when |
came across from the 01ld Country as a girl. A family party was arrvanged
at Colden Gate Park, and we had a olorious time in that beautiful park on
the shores of the Pacific Ocean.

Santa Cruz, leocated at the south end of the San Francisco Bav 1s
wheore my girlheod chum lives----Mra, J. Thorntorn---whom I had not scen or
slxty-six years. Ny trip was planned Yoy a visit with her arnd in a few
days I Jjournyed to Santa Cruz to meet her. Lt was surely a treat for us
both to meet after a lapse of sixty-six years and to have such a wonderful
visit as we had during the succeeding days. OCur conversation continued
from day to day cach relating the intercsting experiences we had during
the precious years of our lives we nad been apavrt. She had lived all thisg
time in Californita, while T kad lived 1in Utanh. &1l the stories and euxper-
lences we related to each other would have filled a large wvolume, no doubt.

The feollowing 1s a clipping from the paper at Santa Cruz:
Mrs. A, Stevens of Salt Lake City arrived vesterday and is the guest
of Mrs. J. Thornton of Riverside Avenue. They have not met since they



wore sixteen years old when they crossed the plains 1n wagons Jdrawn by
oxen in the early days. They were girlhood friends and came together from
Copennagen, Denmark.

The next plan was that I should go to Los Angles to visit my nephew,
Jogeph Dorius.  Here | had a most delightful time visiting with him and
his Lamily. T went to the Latterday Saint Church and attended both mect-
ing and soclal., I had & splended time at Los Angeles and arpreciated this
wisit very much. T was taken to the places of beauty and interest in that
"rairy land of the West" and enjoyed i1t all, My health was good all the
while, both in Los Angeles, as well as at Santa Cruz and San Francisco,

During my life I have had a lot of experiences, and an endless lot of
sicrness 1n the years I was attending to my profession, as well as a great
Fndl of zickness in the vears of suffering experienes with my hushand. My
health has fortungtely been fairly good as a general thing with the excep-
tion of occasional spells with my stomack in billiousness, so that I have
been ahle to get around although T feel that I have had considerable to
contend with 1n sicknesses and deaths and  wisfortune in mm family.

U bad a fow spells of misfortune myself. When I was sixty years of
age, ] broke my right arm, which gave me considerable difficuty. When [
wis olighty-one years of age, I fell down a stairway anld broke a bone in my
ankle, which caused me no end of grief and treouble. When I was eiqhty—three
vears of age 1 broke my left arm. In my eighty-fifth year I had a very bad
spia Ll ef 1 and was 1a bed for a whole month and was tervribkly sick, and it
was another month before T dared co outside of the house, Thig gspell was
terrible and 1t surely was throuth my fatth that the Lord would make me
waell, coupled with the constant pravers and administration of the Flders
and member of my family that 1 recovered from this prolonged and severe
sickness which almost determined to keoep ne down.

I must surely testify as to the mighty and tender goodness of the
Larvd to me all my life. I feel that He has given me supreme strength in
the hour of need and trial.  He has blessed me with prolonged vears of
health and e has heard my constant prayers and the prayvers of members of
my tamily 1n my behalt in the experiences, misfortunes, and sicknesses
which [ have suffered.  Constant prayers and praisc to my lHeavenly Fathor
tound from heart and soul in humble attitude for the mercies of the Lord
to me throughout all of my lite as well as now dursing the yvaoars that have
Lowered far into the oightices. { know fthe Lord hears amd answers prayers.
My humble desires 1s that the Lord will finally acknowledge my humility
and my dosire to live as humbly as lle will accept me as one of his right-

L Oous Jquqh*er% when my years shall come Lo an end. My soul melts in ten-
der gratitude for vach constant mercy which the Lord continues to bestow
SESTEIs N (HEM

1 was indeed blessed with a wonderiul wealth of kKindness and good will
from moemboers of my lawmily. My fricends seom to e namberod by the thousids
who Ynow me and seem to clailm me as a member of their family and the fact
that 1 am called by the name of Aunt Agusta, wherever 1 go leads me to be-
lieve that the Lord has blessed me during my life with an abundance of
friends and so far as I know, no enemies. My joy scems to bhe complete In
being permitted to live to cnioy such wendrful blessings as I do now cnjoay.

Peculiar as it is, it cseems that throughout my cntire life the figure
“nine" holds an importance. The following will illustrate, and these are
only a few of the instances:

I was born Octokber 29, 1837, lost my eyve in the year 1839, I lived
in Dixle nine years; I was president of the Primary for nine years in
Cphriam in 1900, I lived in it for nine years; I kought my home in Salt
Lake City, September 9, 1909; I broke my right arm in Salt TLake City, Sept.
9, T sprained my ankle and broke a small bone in it on the 5th of Sept.
1519. 1 broke my left arm May 25, 1%20. T live in the Ninth Ward.

At the completion of this my bilography up to the nresent time, Juno
16, 1922, L am 84 years and 8 months of age.

Record was assemble by ny nephew, R.E. Dorius

Wwas 80 years old when I started this.
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MOS, STEVENS' BITES—=—---—- July 31, 1926

Diied 9:25 P.M. Wed,, July 25, 192264

Tuneral services for Mrs. augusta Dorius Stevens, 2%, Utah Pioneer
of 1850, and last survivor of the first group of "Morman” i1mmigrants to
come to Utah from the Scandinavian countries, who died at her home, 318
Stanton Avenue, Wednesday, will be held in the Eighth Ward, Chapel, Fifth
gnouth and Third East Street, Saturday, July 31, at 2 p.mnm.

The kody may be viewed at the chapel from noon until time for the
services. Final services will be held 1in the Fchraim Tabernacle Sunday
afterncon and interment will be in Ephraim cemetery.

Mrs. Stevens was born in Copenhagen, Denmark, 13237, ller vovyage to
America and her trip to Utah by ox team followed immediately after she
joined the Churceh in 1850,

Mrs. stowvens had bHeen (11 since May.

Mrs. Stevens had eight children of whom threc survive her:

Sharles Stevens of Ephraim, Mrz. Laura Anderson of Salt Lake City, and
Mmrs. Hellie Tygerson of Los Angeles. There are also 40 grandchildren
and approximately 50 great grandchildren.
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SERVICES URLD FOR PLIONEER OF 1802

Funcvral services for Mrs. hugusta Dovius Stevens, §7, Utah Pioneer
Gf 1852 and early settler of Sanpete Valleoy were held Saturvday afternoon
v thee oghtel Ward Chapoel.

she was pald glowing tributes for her accomplishments in colonilzing
the wtate, especlaly in the Sanpete and Dixie districts, for her sterling
chharacter and devotion to the work of the Church. Speakers included Judae
I'whraim Hanson, R.B. Dorius, Enoch Jorngenson, hndrew Jeonsen, assistant
hurch Hrstorian and RByshop John Fetzer.

The tnvocation was offered by Rlder W. Andrew Jensoen, and the bone-
diction by Bishop 1. Owen 'ousefall of the Ninth Word,

rusical numbars rondered Included a vooal solao by Balph Detersang
vionlin sclection, Miss Johanna Lee; wvocal solo, C. Byron Done and Mrs.
Pvargeline T, Beosley.

Final services will be held in the Bphraim Tabeornacle, Sunday, fouag-
-t L, and interment will be 1In Ephraim Park Cemotery.



