
In 1666, Proctor moved to Salem[2] and leased a 700 acre estate known as Groton farm (aka Downing Farm[2]) in Salem 

Farms, the section of Salem Township just to the south of Salem Village.[1] The farm was leased from Emmanuel Downing, 

brother-in-law toJohn Winthrop.[3] In 1668, Proctor received his first license to operate a tavern here and the license was 

renewed annually.[3] The Inn was located on Ipswich Road about a mile south of the Salem Village line.  

Thorndike Proctor purchased the Groton Farm from the Downing family of London, England, following the hanging of his 

father. The farm was renamed Downing Farm. Thorndike subsequently sold nearly half of Downing Farm to his half-brother 

Benjamin. Eight generations of Proctors resided on the Downing farm, until 1851. 
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John Proctor’s house at 348 Lowell Street in Peabody Ma in 2012 (although some sources indicate it may 

have instead been built by his son Thorndike Proctor in the 1700s) 

 


